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THE  CIVIL WAR
ON i yth July newspapers outside Spain found that tele-
phonic communication with their correspondents was
severed for " serious political reasons," and, when re-
established, it was known that a swift and well-organized
military revolt, originating in the army in Morocco and
prompted by Fascists, had begun. Garrisons in Barcelona,
Seville, the Canary Islands, and in the principal cities of
Spain had been seduced beforehand by the rebels. Morocco
and an area in Spain, which included Granada, Algeciras,
Seville (rebel headquarters), Cordova, Merida, Valladolid,
Burgos (northern rebel headquarters), Pamplona, Oviedo,
and Zaragoza were quickly dominated by anti-Government
forces, consisting of nine-tenths of the army with the
Foreign Legion and Moroccan native troops, together with
many newly enlisted men (including some foreign experts
and aviators) ; the remainder of Spain was held by sup-
porters of the Government.
The rugged, mountainous nature of Spain renders
military operations extremely difficult in some places.
The struggle soon developed into one of widespread,
guerrilla war, slow-moving in regard to achievement,
devastating in its horrors and atrocities, and everywhere,
and by both sides, carried to a pitch of ruthlessness that has
few parallels in history. It was a clash of two utterly irre-
concilable Spains : inevitable and tragically sanguinary.
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